HANIA NO -/ AND IF WERE LATE THEY MIGHT 
MORE GAWKING AT GIVE OUR TABLE AWAY. 
THE CHRISTMAS F ' 
TREES, BABE. Y WOULD THAT ) a 
WE'VE GOT , BE SO TERRIBLE? yl W WE ENDED 
RESERVA- REMEMBER THE up BACK AT MY 
TIONS... FIRST TIME You § LOFT. WE-- 
= ASKEO ME OUT “I 
TO DINNER 
MR, DRAKE? 4 


YEAH, IT WAS 
LATE, NOTHING 
WAS OPEN... 


/ NO. I WAS SHocKEeD, \S@@ 
THAT'S ALL. I THOLIGHT \& 
THAT COUPLE WERE 

THE PEOPLE THAT... 


THAT IT BELIEVED A POINT ASOUT TRUST, 
WERE MY PARENTS... \ / ABOUT ME ALWAYS 
UNTIL SOMEBODY SENT TELLING THE 7RL/7H... 
ME MY BIRTH AND 
(IMMIGRATION | AND ALL 
CERTIFICATES, 4 ALONG, THEY LIED 
: : TO ME, THEY LET ME 
BELIEVE I WAS THEIR 
REAL DAUGHTER - 


I THOUGHT.., 
BUT NO, THEY 
JUST KIND OF 
LOOK LIKE 


%/T HAPPENED IN V4 \ Vea 
X-FACTOR #59.--B0B J YEP 

gee =e... 

WHAT IS IT, OPAL? S ONAN ae 
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THEY WERE 


< LOOK WHOS 

HERE! THE GIRLS j ¥- 
GAITIN Ps 4 
LOVER !> WN Sexe 

vs 


, 
) | 


* TRANSLATED FROM 


7 OUT. ALL THESE 

YEARS I'VE LIVED 

A L/E. T...T 

COULDN'T BEAR 

| (T. AND YOU WERE 
IN GENOSHA,,.. 


LISTEN ,MAYBE 
THEY HAD A REASON. 
MAYBE THEY THOUGHT 

THE TRUTH WOULD 
HURT YOU. 


SINCE THEY LOVE 
YOu, AND YOU OBVIOUSLY 
LOVE THEM, YOU SHOULD 

TALK IT OVER.,,, 


< ENOUSH 

BRAVADO! GRAB 

THE GIRL, FUSE, 
Mm AND LET'S GET 
OUT OF HERE.) 


“AT LEAST 
GIVE THEM A 
Pee i 
7 


DON'T LOOK SO STUBBORN, 
OPAL, WE DON’T HAVE TO 


\ TALK ABOUT IT NOW IF IT 


UPSETS YOu. 


ITS YOUR 
BIRTHDAY, BABE. 
I WANTED THIS 


i; 
| STAN LEE PRESENTS | EF PRESENTS 


= A 


Yap p 


| a i. 
= 


LOANSE SIM 
PLOT / WRITER 


WHILCE PORTACIO 
PLOT / ARTIST 


MICHAEL HEISLER 
LETTERER 


GLYNIS OLIVER 
COLORIST 

BOB HARRAS 
EDITOR 

TOM DEFALCO 


SPECIAL THANKS 
KIMSON AGENA 
SPECIAL ASSIST 

HOMAGE STUDIOS 


THE JAPANESE, -- 808 F 


ike =e 


G 


{THIS < WHAT WOULD LORD 
GAITIN IS TATSU'O SAY TO SEE 
OUR RIVAL?), HERIN A LIAISON 

WITH SUCH A 
\ WEAKLING ?> 


Y hee), 
Y ( N y= \|/4 
y \\ b a Y Xa 


\ 


(( EE ) 


= I KNOW 
Sy) WHAT HE WouLD } 
SAY. 


WS 
CA 


i WW. ; “ip vy \ ’ q 
{SUCH A SURLY \y ON <intive, i i 
POSITION FOR ONE |i 7h HE SEE. WA SHE wit N = 
SO BEAUTIFUL! > Ale THANK US...) aA Wl 


SHE T 
ME 8Y SURPRISE, 
SHE'S VICIOUS...) 


HE 1S NO 


= Fle ioe ="s 
< AND IFNOT, ‘eg , a — 
IT HARDLY = * eaic,., § 
MATTERS. IT WILL : tereo! 
q THEIR LOVE TO \ 
iN \) 4 4 
iS NO MORE 


aH 
UPON 
“SA SIDEWALK.> 


<«MIK/-- SUMMER BEALITY, 
YOu MUST NOW ANSWER 
YOUR GRANOFATHER’S 
GUMMONS TO RETURN 
ME.» 


SHE IS NOT AFRAID TO SHOW 
HER CLAWS. > 


SHE IS THE V<IN HIS SECRET HEART, OUR 
DRAGON'S SOCHO WILL BE PLEASED THAT 3/7 
/ 


SAW 


< 


y) 
y 


NS 


pia 
BUT THEY WERE 
LIKE NO GANGSTERS 
YOU'VE EVER SEEN. 
THEY'VE BEEN B/O- 
TECHNICALLY 


= 
YOU CAN SEE 

THEIR cvRcuuiTS \\ 
THROUGH THE 


SURFACE OF 
THEIR SKIN, LIKE 
VEINS. 


zr T 
KNOW, WARREN, || 
BUT I'M GOING 
TO FIND 


NEN \\* 
) Soe =a 
= (a eee a 
\ a a @ q ry , 
, Ea EL Nebe 


(AND IN LSA , ie ea 
yy Mes eS E/ I DIDN'T MEAN 
- 

EF 87 SOUTH tie 
Bo AVENUE... THAT C/ 
Z SHOULD BEIT! g 


Y 


YOU RECOGNIZE 
THIS? 


AND YOU'RE 
ICEMAN ! 


T PRAKE. 
PAL SAID SHE 
WAS SEEING 


lan 


SPENT THE 
WHOLE 
WINTER 
SHOVELING -- 


THE MON OF THE 
TATSU CLAN ! THE 
DRAGON'S CLAWS 
GRASPING ALL THE 
WORLD FIRMLY IN 
ITS HAND. 


OH-- NO-- 
PLEASE, NO, 


COME INSIDE, 
PLEASE, YOUNG MAN. 
WE NEED TO TALK. 


1 THAT HER GRAND- 
FATHER WOULD LEARN 
OF HER EXISTENCE, WE 
TRIED SO HARD TO HIDE 
HER,,,TO KEEP HER SAFE, 


IN OUR HEARTS, \ 
WE KNEW IT WASA 
MISTAKE NOT TO 


TION, AND HER... 
OTHER FAMILY... 


WE HAVEN'T 
SEEN OR SPOKEN 


WEEKS. SHE LISED 
TO CALL EVERY 
COUPLE OF DAYS. 4 


E ERE 
WORRIED WHEN OFAL ¥& 
MOVED JO NEW YORK, 
AWAY FROM US. BUT 
vise Gases P 

11 GHES YOUNG, SH! BUT WE WERE 
HAS HER OWN LIFE... AFRAID FOR HER, AND 
= FOR OURSELVES - 
111 GHE BOESN'T WE WAN 
LIKE BEING TIED ot HER 


PROTECT HER. 
TO OUR APRON T ? 


MOTHER IS MY TS 

DISTANT COKSIN. 
WE TOOK CARE OF 

i . HER IN HER 

FEARED WOULD ? . TROUBLES, SO 

HAPPEN -- a 1 mS A LONG AGO. 


PLEASE, 
YOu MUST HELP 
uS SAVE 


SIT DOWN! i 
~/ 


wel Bi 


JAPAN. SRANCOAUSHTER, “ MAKE HER 
A WN! : 


SELECTED THESE 
MEN FROM AMONG 
MY LIEUTENANTS -- 


A\ RE NOT AL- 
WAYS HAPPY ONES... 


a 


a 
Ny 


¢ 
a y 1a : 
OY, ~ 


i 


\e at ? 
~ 
55 
SES, 


wT AM 

/NPULGENT. 

I WILL ALLOW You 

~O YOUR 

MATE FROM AMONG ff 
THESE FIVE. a 


= 


and | J ud 

LIT BV 

gust Because \] VX 

YOU SAY You'Re \J 

MY GRANDFATHER JMX\ 

DOESN'T MAKE IT A\ 
TRUE. 


YOU SEE HOW SHE BEHAV 

THOUGH I SHOULD BE GRATEFUL 
THAT SHE SPEAKS HER OWN 

LANGUAGE SO WELL. 


AND WHAT 
MAKES YOU THINK ¥ 
I'D CHOOSE TO 
MARRY ONE OF 
THOSE KIONAP- 
ING BRUTES, 
ANYWAY? 


a2 AND YOU 
WILL DRIVE HER 
FROM YOu , AS 
YOU DROVE AWAY 
YOUR SON. 


SWELL. LOOK, BOBBY, 
IF SHIP 4S MALFUNCTIONING, 
THERE MIGHT BEA PROB- 
. LEM WITH THE SHUTTLE. 


ue THEN OPENED 
A CHASM SO THAT 
I HAVE TO CREATE 
AN (CE BRIDGE 
SO WE CAN REACH 
IT? SHIP, I DON’T 
GET IT, 


. YOU PUT THE 
@ SHUTTLE IN THE 
ENGINE ROOM 
INSTEAD OF THE 
NGAR... 


(T OUT AND WE'LL 
ALL GO 
TOGETHER ? 


OPAL'S 
KIDNAPPERS 
MIGHT BE MORE 
THAN YOU CAN 

HANDLE BY 
YOURSELF, 


I APOLOGIZE, 
ICEMAN, LT DON’T 
SEE HOW IT COULD 
HAVE MADE 

SUCH AN ERROR. 


'VE ALREADY 
UNLESS I AM CONTACTED 
ERPERIENCING MARIKO [N 
A mMaAgaR, JAPAN AND-- 
MALFUNCTION. 


WHAT /S THIS, 
{ ANYWAY? YOU THINK 
L CAN'T MANAGE 

WITHOUT YOU? 


NOW LETS GET 
OUT OE HERE 
‘FORE THESE OTHE 
WHAT 90 YOU 
SAY, BOBBY? LET a) See ae ie 
THE SHUTTLE, 


\\ 


i 
\ 


y'\ 


aA 


NO, BUT WE'D 
FEEL AWFULLY 
GUILTY IF WE 

LET YOU GO 
ALL ALONE. 


TO TELL YOU 
THE 7RUTH, JEANIE, 
I COULD USE THE 

COMPANY. 


| jhe E 
THESE GIRLS = Vay et \ | CY 
OF GOOD . 
FAMILIES ARE = Ney rtf ( \ THE PERFECT 
TO BE YOUR — } ( MELDING OF MEN 
CHAPERONES... \ X | \ AND TECHNOLOGY. / 7 


ESN *s so s7eone!)) | | | [A 
S 4 ~ ~ 
x = NN) : 4 j YOU ARE LUCKY, 
ew he [) : X j OPAL, TO BE ALLOWED 
2 ( S \ | TO CHOOSE A HUSBAND 
KN FROM AMONG THEM. iS 
EXAMPLES OF 
HOW WELL-BROUGHT 
UP YOUNG LADIES 
SHOULD BEHAVE. dam 
~__RS c 


LEARN FROM THEM, =e iw 
GRANPDALIGHTER Cw 


7 Ta 


PERMISSION | 
ITS MORE LIKE A 
AL CO; 


FOR YOUR 
INFORMATION, MY 
{NAME |S OPAL, 


I WOULDN'T 
CHOOSE ONE OF 
THEM IF THEY 


NO MANNERS, —* 
SHE roe LIK GZ 
A HARRIDAN! 27 


K\, 
I CANNOT HS 

BELIEVE THAT SHE 
WOULD REFUSE TO | 
WED SUCH MEN. Je 


TO TEACH YOU YOUR 
DUTY. ANO TO MAKE CLEAR 
TO YOU THE CONSEQUEN- 
CES OF YOUR CONTINUED 
DISOBEDIENCE. 


I KNOW THE 
CONSEQUENCES -- 


you? AT 
PRESENT, YOLIR 
GRANDFATHER IS 
TREATING YOU 
LIKE A BELOVED 
CHILD... 


OPAL! THE 
NAMES OPAL! WHY 


in GIVING YOU 
TEACHERS AND 
THE OPPORTUNITY 
TO LEARN. 


YOUR AMERICAN LOVER =e 
iS DEAD. 9 


A YOU THINK YOUR LISTEN TO ME 
AA Pe CYBERNETICS MAKE MiK!. PERHARS, 
ge YOU SO GREAT, BUT WHAT YOU SAY OF 


Y WHEN YOU DO WOT, 

HE WILL ASSUME THAT 
YOUR TEACHERS ARE 
AT FAULT AND HE WILL 
HAVE THEM BEATEN... 


I THINK YOu’RE US IS TRUE. 
PERHAPS THIS 
CYBERNETIC PROCESS 

THAT GIVES 6O MUCH 
TO ITS RECIPIENT, IN 
\ ANOTHER WAY STEALS B 


A 
MORE. BT HES 
KIN ahora @ooDo : 


TO YOUR GRAND - 

FATHER, AS LONG 
\ AS YOU CHOOSE 
ONE OF US, 


CONTINUE TO 
REFUSE... AND HE 
WILL LOSE PATIENCE 
WITH YOu. 


THEN AE WILL 
CHOOSE AND YOU 
WILL BE FORCED 
TO OBEY HIM, 
WHETHER YOU 
WISH ITOR 
Nor! 


AND WHO'LL 
pecpesin eth tad THE 


BANP? T BET YOU | 
A JUST CAN'T WAIT! E 


THAT OLD MAN CAW’T” BE 
MY GRANDFATHER! BIRTH 


AND YET, WHY WOULD 
HE GO TO ALL THIS 
TROUBLE LINLESS 
IT'S TRUE? 


OH, BOBBY, I 
o NEED You To COME 
C) FOR ME. I NEED YOU 

TO SAVE ME. 


I'LL PRETEND TO 

BE AN EXEMPLARY 

Yi PUPIL... EVEN FAKE 

Pay) AN INTEREST IN 
HIS MECHANICAL 

MARVELS, TLL LYtL 

HIS SUSPICIONS... 


BUT THATS 
IMPOSSIBLE ! 
YOU.,YOU CAN'T Cd 
ANY MORE. 


I HAVE 
TO SAVE 
MYSELF. 


AND, AT 
THE VERY FIRST 
OPPORTUNITY, T 
WILL ESCAPE. 


HERE 1S OUR 
CHANCE! A SEMI- 
PRIVATE WRESTLING [>= 
MATCH WILL BE JAPAN'S MOST 
HOSTED BY TATSLIO- FAMOUS SUMO HAVE BEEN 
SAN. WRESTLER WILL INVITED. AND | 
FACE TATSU'O'S I MAY BRING 


JT 1S RUMORED 
THAT OPAL WILL BE 


JUST SAY 
WHEN ANO WHERE FS 
AND I'M READY, AS 


I'LL GET HER 
BACK IF I HAVE 
TO FREEZE-DRY 

EVERYONE 
THERE ! 


CAUSE A MAIOR 
INTERNATIONAL 
INCIOENT ? \ISTEN 
TO ME, BOBBY. THIS 
|S TOO IMPORTANT 
FOR YOU TO HANOLE 

ALONE. 


L... DON'T THINK | 
IT WILL IT IS WISE TO WAIT, 
BE YAKUZA\ MARIKO, HE'S A 
AGAINST GANGSTER, ONE OF 
YAKUZA NO THE WORST. 1 


AMERICAN [> 
STEAL OPAL INVOLVE- THE IMPORTANT THING 
BACK. MENT. 1S NOT TO MAKE A SPLASHY 
RESCUE AND IMPRESS HER 
WITH YOUR POWERS, IS IT, 
BoBBY? 


WHEAT 


i 


ALL RIGHT, \ 
MARIKO, WE'LL 
TRY IT YOUR 

WAY. 


AN OPPORTUNITY 
TO LESSEN 
TATSUO'S POWER 
AND INFLUENCE 
‘ IN JAPAN. 


A PUBLIC 

THINK SO, THE IMPORTANT HUMILIATION 
THING |S TO GET HER MAY JUST 
BACK SAFELY. PROVIDE IT. 


SEVERAL DAYS LATER, AT 
A STADIUM IN TOKYO... 
m| 


THESE ARE 
YOUR SEATS, 
SIR. 


OPAL IS HERE 
SO THOSE JUST LIKE YOU THOUGHT 
ARE TATSUOS 
CYBERPUNKS. 
\ IMPRESSIVE. 


BEFORE THIS 

EVEN IF THE EVENING |S OUT, 
E CYBERPUNKS ARE WE WILL TEST 
BE HELPLESS, AS POWERFUL AS THEIR AUGMENTED 
BUT WE ARE I'VE BEEN TOLD, ABILITIES 
NOT, THERE ARE ONLY AGAINST MY EN- 
FN FIVE OF THEM. TIRE NINJA 

FORCE, 


MY GRANDFATHER 


7 PLEASE,OPAL, © \ \\wal 
PROMISE ME YOU NS \ " 
WILL NOT MAKE is WW IS USING THISASAN J 

A SCENE, \ 2 OPPORTUNITY TO 

> , \ G@\ PARADE HIS OvABUN ff 

= oe | BEFORE ME. 4 


your : 
GRANDFATHER y 
HAS ALLOWED You Ve = IT IS AN HONOR, 
a : : WHY SHOULD I MAKE 
SCENE? 


THE PRIVILEGE OF [ies 
WATCHING THIS \ : 
MATCH... 
; L.., DON'T KNOW. 
11 TO GIVE YOu oy FOR SOME REASON, 
THE CHANCE TO : : I DISTRUST YOUR 
BEHAVE ASA & CHANGE IN ATTI- 
GRANDDAUGHTER (7 TUDE. PLEASE... 
PROMISE! 


uP IN THE 
BALCONY-- IT 
LOOKS LIKE 


1S PLAYING 44 


HAVOC. WITH 
y MY NERVES. 


YOu SEE, 
GRANDDAUGHTER, 
THE MATCH IS 

ABOUT TO BEGIN. 


J BUT THEN, ALL MW 
OYABLIN HAVE SPEC/AL 
ABILITIES, TELL ME, 
A GRANODALGHTER, HAVE 
LN : bag elt CHOSEN ONE © 
SS ‘ 
—— 3 


> THIS MATCH 


Le $ = THANK HEAVEN, HE'S 
) S ALIVE? HE'S COME TO ‘ 
<g BOBBY! 'Y SAVE ME AFTER ALL! | 


<a 


F 
ca - iy 
— 4 BY 
4 ff 
{/ 


a 
om 


| ny ANG | 


NEITHER * 
HIG STRANGE \y 


AK 4 D> 
FY ww / “ip 
R Cops 


= —_ 
CYBERPLINKS 
A 
”_ —z™ LASER FIRE... 


eed 


2 WHILE ON 
THE MOLIND..- 


WHAT ARE BS 
YOU BOINS ? 


I HAVE GIVEN 
MY LOYALTY TO 
§ LADY MARIKO 


THE FOOL WHO 

SERVES THE WRONG 

SIDE \NTHIS MELEE, J 
WRESTLER... ABMs 


I CAN STOP 
THE CYBERPUNK 
WITHOUT 
NEEDLESS 
SLAUGHTER ! 


COME, 
FLU‘SEL LET ME 
KILL you, Too! 


coe DOLLPEN BOLLETING <7 


STAN’S SOAPBOX 


Even 


SEEEEES 8 
Hit 


still sel ral after a gore es three- 
month absence. Heisler allegedly is tak- 


his uncie. nny: 
uncle was named “Sam”. 


tial suspect. 
i but he 
was So deliriousty happy, he couldn't even 


come! But don't let that discourage you— 
you can always just look at the pictures! 


But hey, that's only half the excitement! 
lipen is turned on to 


Our whole blushin’ 


talk to me, Dodge Deadline. It seemed one 
of Jim's freelancers, Fred Hembeck, re- 
cently had a baby with his lovely wife 
Lynn. The child was born on August 25th, 
and named Julie Elizabeth Moss Hembeck. 
That's a lot of names for a little kid. In his 
present state, there was no talking to 
Salicrup, so | made a mental note to track 
him down later. 

{noticed my mental pen was getting low 
on mental ink, so | made another mental 
note to stop by a mental store later and 
pick up some more. 


| headed over to see Craig Anderson, - 


Marvel's resident vidiot. Craig gave me the 
lowdown on the new Silver Surfer home 
video game from Nintendo, and the Spider- 
Man home game from Sega-Genesis. Craig 
added that the Spider-Man hand-held 
game from Gameboy is also a big, big hit. 

Craig talked about a potential Spider-Man 
arcade game, but he seemed to be dodg- 
ing the real issue. Did Craig know some- 
thing about the missing Bullpen Page— 
something he wasn't telling me, Dodge 
Deadiine? 

Craig threw me a few names—Jim 
Starlin, George Perez. | caught them. He 
said they were working on a project which 
just might blow the lid off this whole case. 
But Starlin and Perez were nowhere to be 
found. Apparently they'd gone into hiding 
to work on this hush-hush project. All | 
found about this mystery project was that 
it involved a dangerous customer by the 
fname of Thanos...as well as almost 

in the Marvel Universe. Clearly 
1 was on to something big. ..but that 
wasn't the case | was working on. I'd have 
to come back to that some day; I still 
hadn't found that Bullpen Page. 

Assistant Editor Chris Cooper walked 
by me, Dodge Deadiine, in the hall. | over- 
heard him tell fellow assistant, Len Kaminsky 
he's never been mentioned in the Bullpen 
Page before. Len said that made two of 
them. Hmm—that gives them both mo- 
tives, but very flimsy ones. 

I started snooping around Bob Budian- 
sky's office. But Bob wasnt talking. 
Neither was his assistant, Tom Brevoort. 


Troma Films’ wild and wacky world-famous 

movie idol, TOXIC AVENGER, the super 
hero who makes seem like a 
wel--adjusted average guy! In fact, ee 
it so much that we made a deal with Lova- 
ble Lyoyd Kaufman and the Magnanim- 
ous Michael Herz, The big-time movie pro- 
ducers who so unselfishly unleashed ol’ 
Toxie on a defenseless public, a deal to 
publish his sensationally. screwy adven- 
tures in our maniacal style! 

Be forewarned! Toxie is not your usual 
hero! In fact, he's not your usual anything 
But this can count on—NIGHT car 
and THE TOXIC AVENGER may tu: 
oe se most la ied hits of ' Paid, 

to my generosity, you're 
the first to hear of them! 

Now, till next ish, wherever you 9: 
whatever you do, think Marvell (Instead of 


i cluttering your mind with non-essentials!) 


Excelsior! 


All | could at one out of them was that they're 
doing a newsstand reprint of the four-issue 
DEATHLOK Limited Series, and working 
on the 1991 Marvel trading cards. 

That was all well and , but it didn't 
solve my case. | paid a visit to Epic Editor 
Marcus McLaurin, who was happy as a 
clambake about the fourth anniversary of 
the Comic illustrators Guild at the Pratt 
School of Art and Design. It seems Marcus 
formed the club while in his senior year at 
the school, to pave the way for future gen- 
erations of artists to get away with drawing 
comics in class. 

He's one sharp cucumber, that Marcus, 
but no Bullpen Page-napper. Next | noticed 
his assistant, Marie Javins. Marie's wall is 
decorated with drawings of cows by some 
of the biggest names in comics. But Marie 
threatened to take down her Wall of Boun- 
tiful Bovines if she received no new sub- 
missions soon. Would Marie's wall come 
tumbling down? Unfortunately, | couldn't 
stick around to find out. 

| could've pumped people at Marvel for 
answers all day, but !| was cruising in the 
fast lane to nowhere. Everyone was a po- 
tential suspect. | decided | would switch 
tactics. 

I charmed my way into Marvel's master 
computer file. Hf there was any trace left of 
the Bullpen Page, | knew | would find it 
here. | punched up the file, and there it 
was—the December Bulipen Page. It 
was just full of all kinds of incriminating 
evidence about the Marvel staff. If this 
thing ever saw print, it would destroy sev- 
eral careers, a couple marriages, and the 
noon trade at Slappy Sam's Eat ’n’ Run. 
No wonder someone tried to suppress it. 
This thing was hotter than a jalapeno pep- 
perin asauna. 

| decided to take the disc to DeFalco. If 
anyone knew | had this disc, | could start 
etching my own epitaph. Just then, | felt 
the cold steel of the barrel of a .45 press 
against the back of my neck. . . 


ISTHIS THE END OF DODGE DEADLINE? 
YOU WISH. 


, qr ye we 


ee 


Y J 

NO MATTER HOW MANY MY * I HAVE LOST TWO OF MY TECHNO- < 

MEN SLAY, OTHERS RUSH WARRIORS,,., I WILL NOT LOSE 

TO TAKE THEIR PLACE, THE , ANOTHER. NOR WILL I SURRENDER 
PALIGHTER ! 


ODDS ARE TOO GREAT! TF MY GRANE. 
> We 


THE ARENA... 
MY FORCES... 
DEVASTATED... 


YOU RUINED 
THE ATTACK / 


b DESTROYED! I HAVE EARNED A PY 
AND OPAL IS TATSUO'S ENMITY.... WHAT CAN YOU 
. GONE. AND 


GOT NOTHING HAVE BEEN 
IN RETURN! i 


ae /3 
L,.,. WASN'T! 
I SAW THAT OLD 
MONSTER H/7 HER 

ANDI ACTED! 


(i 


Bm 7 iMPETUOUSLY! 
Ree, MPULSIVELY! 
S37 AS SS 


NOLTATSUO 
CAN TELEPORT, 


es marixo. as vou! 
ZA SAW. 


HE COULD FLEE 

THE DANGER, COLILD 

STEAL OPAL AWAY, 
WHENEVER HE 
CHOSE. 


Pe 
YOUR PLAN 


~ NOWT'LL DO 
{ ITMY WAY. BY 
MYSELF! 


1ON‘ AND I'M GOING 

: CHANCE OF INTO TATELIO'S 

SUCCEEDING, STRONGHOLD 

BUT WE STILL AND T’LL BRING 
9 TRIED IT OPAL OUT OF 
0 YOUR WAY... nee 2 

0 (7 ANO IT JUST 7 

oe PLAIN DIDN'T 
WORK. 


Dear X-Changes, 
I just wanted to let you know how 
much | enjoyed issue #56 and how 
fascinated | was with these Ravens! |'m 
sure we'll be seeing much more of themin 
the future. They are a new group, are they 
not? As a longtime X-FACTOR, X-MEN, FF, 
and SPIDEY reader, | know | haven't come 
across them before. It's always amazing to 
me when a new villain comes along that really 
takes your breath away. and the Ravens have 
done just that (and literally, for their victims!). 
By the way, the cover was topnotch. 
There's no reason to tell you to keep up the 
good work, because you always do! 
Mark S. Emery 
88 “D.” Street 
. Arcata, CA 95521 


baer shucks, Mark. You're making us 
shit 

For the record, X-FACTOR #55 and 56 
marked the first appearance ot the Ravens. 
Their final appearance seemed pretty. . . 
weil, final so we doubt we'll be seeing 
them anytime soon. 


Dear X-People, 

X-FACTOR is a great comic, but we've got 
to do something about Cyctops's funky red 
glasses. They're just not happening. 

How about some ruby quartz crystal con- 
tact lenses? His eyeballs may look a little 
ted, but they'll definitely be an improvement 
over those ugly glasses. Keep up the good 


Nathan Turcotte 
50 Hunter Ave. 
Newport, RI 02840 


Ruby quartz contact lenses? That has 
to be the craziest idea we've ever heard! 
Cyclops needs to wear glasses, because 
the frames hold back his optic biasts. 
Contact lenses just wouldn't be strong 
enough. 

Besides, we think Cyke’s glasses are 
way cool. 


Dear X-Changes, 

| just finished reading X-FACTOR #56 and 
I've got to tell you, | like what | see. The 
Archangel is about to knock Cyclops off the 
number one spot on my favorite mutant list. 
Along with his wicked wings, he has a great 
deal of soul strength that makes him all the 
more deadly. How about you give him a heal- 
ing ability, huh? 

Then, get this: Wolverine vs. Archangel. 
Think about it. itll probably be bigger than 
Punisher vs. Wolverine, or even Spider-Man 
vs. Wolverine. To top it all off, give Archangel 
his own series. I'm telling you guys, Arch- 
angel is a goldmine. Hf you do give Archangel 
his own comic, I'd like to suggest Louise 
Simonson as the writer and Rob Liefeid for 
the artist. 
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My mutant followers will back me up on 
this; some already have. 

Until Christopher Nathan Charles Sum- 
mers gets married, Make Mine Marvel! 


Armel Hill 
(Address withheld by request) 


A healing factor for Archangel? Nah. 
That would make him too similar to Wol- 
verine. What would come after that— 
adamantium claws? 

By the way, Armel, how many mutant 
followers do you have? 


People, 

A marriage, huh? You think you've got us 
all fooled, don't you? | hope Hank and Trish 
have a very happy life together. 


R. L. Rusty Priske 
5d Hemlock Cres. SW 


Calgary, Alta. T3C 2Z2° 


Not likely with Paul Burton around, 
Rusty! 


Marvel Minions; 

Sitting here on the threshold of my thirtieth 
birthday, | have resolved to put a few dark 
longings and latent ambitions into gear and 
write you a long overdue letter. | was first 
introduced to my favorite Marvel-ous Mutant 
in 1967, while recovering from tonsilitis at 
the tender age of seven; my mom brought 
home a selection of comic books in the 
hopes of keeping me in the recuperative 
mode for an afternoon. The other books 
were DeCeivingly fetching, but ultimately 
left a yawning void. But oh, those Uncanny 
X-Men, and oooh, Cyclops! Even at seven, 
my heart was vulnerable to sensitive Scott 
Summers and his gosh-dam awful situation: 
| mean, how does the guy take a shower 
without blasting the plumbing if soap gets in 
his eyes? Yeats passed and | would occa- 
sionally pick up an issue of X-MEN to see 
what's what; and | admit a fondness 
for N rawler and Wolverine, but my fave 
always will be Cyke. Okay, that said. . . 

{HATE WHAT YOU'RE PUTTING SCOTT 
THROUGH WITH THAT PSYCHO-WITCH 
JEAN! | have read other letters bemoaning 
Scott as a wimp, whiner, and wash-out; cut 
us some slack, Mac. It's okay that Scott has 
a redhead fixation; understandable, really 
when its flaked and formed into goddess 
proportions and basically throws itself, copy 
or clone, into his arms (hisgss). It is probably 
very nice to be loved by someone who has 
died for you and will die for you again at the 
whim of a storyline. Realizing that this letter 
will reach you several issues after Jean Grey 
DECIDES WHETHER OR NOT TO MARRY 
THE MAN SHE LOVES MORE THAN LIFE 
ITSELF, my input is frivolity at best. 

(believe that emotionally tormenting Scott 
makes you folks diddling around with 
X-FACTOR feel that you've explored his 
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deepest teelings, prime motivations and irra- 
tional tears. Hal | would like to caimly list a 
few things | have considered while enjoying 
the fruits of your labor: 

1. Let Jean turn Scott down. Of course 
their love will triumph in the end (it's inevita- 
ble) but have her give him ‘a definite no’ and 
the ‘couldn't-we-just-be-good-friends-who- 
care-about-each-other dodge so that— 

2. Scott can form a shallow, rebound at- 
tachment elsewhere; break the heart of a 
perfectly fine, both-feet-on-the-ground normal 
woman when jealous Jean reels him back in. 

3. Drive a stake through Jean Grey's 
sweet little heart, and let Cyclops get on with 
his life. He's a leader. He's a sensitive kind of 
Quy. He's very smart, and oh my goodness 
(!) he’s very good looking; so what if he's just 
a comic book super hero guy with a romantic 
history to make an afternoon soaps’ writing 
team boggle; he deserves a constant, a 
source of harmony in his life. The stake 
doesn't have to be a killing one: Cupid could 
shoot Jean just as easily. Believe it or not, | 
don't hate Jeannie—she's usually not so 
scatter-brained to ignore common sense. . . 
is she? 

4. Miracle of miracles, Jean says yes. . . 
and the fun really starts. | never knew what 
real lite entailed until ! married my husband. 
| would even subscribe so as not to miss a 
single issue. 

In closing | just want to say ! enjoy 
X-FACTOR just as it is: | hope to be reading 
it for the next 23 years. 


Evelin Brown 
95 Tremont Street 
Ansonia, CO 


Hey, Evelin, Cyke’s one of our favorites 
as well. Jean may have been a little con- 
fused. . .but we feel sure she will reach 
the right decision for her and Scott. Keep 
watching—and don’t walt 23 years to 
write us again! 


Dear X-Changes, 

Welcome Jon to this illustri- 
ous title. Keep up the standard that you set 
for POWER PACK. And by the way, | loved 
your art for the Boom-Boom story in last 
years NEW MUTANTS ANNUAL! 


Chris Kay 

10 Terrigal Ave. 
Turramurra 

NSW 2074 AUSTRALIA 


We think Jon is doing a great job on 
X-FACTOR, too, Chris. Jon stepped in to 
help us out for a few issues when we got 
in a crunch, and we think he succeeded 
with flying colors. Following the X-Tinc- 
tion Agenda storyline, the new regular 
artist on X-FACTOR will be Whiice Portacio. 
Stick around! Whilce is gonna take this 
book to newer and greater artistic 
heights! 
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